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2 TIPS#1-#10

1 Introduction

| thoudht I'd gettheball rolling on theinstallationtips, seeingas| appearto bethefirst oneto receve thekit.

| mustsay, it's averyimpressve kit. My living roomsmellslike new leathemow, whichI'm sureis pissingoff my wife,
butalas...

| hadto order myselfa pair of hoging pliers,asl wasout of town whenpeope mentiored gettingthe installationkit from
Eric. | justdropgpedby thelocal uptolsteryshopandbougt somefrom their distributor. 1 got the mostexpensive ones,|
think... like $38for a pair, but consideing how muchl savedoverall, | waswilling to splumge.

Anyway, heres my first tip... the headests.Sincel won't have the pliersuntil Monday afterroon,| decidedo starton the
partsthatdon't needhogrirgs. The mostobvious startingpoirt, then,is the headests.

2 Tips#1-#10

Tip #1. Whenyougetyourkit, take alook attheheadrestfthereshouldbetwo of them) Seethelittle plasticedge arourd
theopenirg? (You ll understandvhenyou seethem)Playwith thoseedgesuntil youfigureouthow they gotogetter.
(Hint: Fold oneof theedgesover, andtuckthe otheroneinto it.)

Tip #2: That's how the factory onesgo togetheraswell, so usethatasa tool to figure out how to getthe old onesoff
without cuttingthem.

Tip #3. Make sureyourhand arecleananddry befae you begin, especiallyif you ordeedalight tanleather :-(
Tip #4. Make sureyou have awholestackof quatersreadyfor the swearjar. You're gonraneedthem.

Tip #5. Onceyou've gottheold headestsunhaked,figureout how to getthemoff. | gotthefirst oneoff by compessing
thefoamon oneside,thenshimmyng theleatherup a bit. Then,move to the othersideandrepeat.Back andforth,
backandforth until thewholethingis off. Therealtrick hereis to make sureyou conpresshefoamenoud to slide
theleatherwithout takingary foamwith it. TAKE YOUR TIME!

Tip #6. Theplasticedgesarenotterribly sharp,but they arePLENTY sharpenowghto rip the foam sofold themsothat
they areonthe OUTSIDE of theleatherfor boththeremaoval andtheinstallationof the headest.

Tip #7: Ontheinstallationportion, | found it waseasietto "hooK' oneendandthenwork the otherendoverabit atatime.
Be sureyou putthe new oneon facingtheright directionl Yes,they aredirectioral! | noticedthatthe plasticflaps
on minewereoppaite the plasticflapson the factorypieces but they might not all be this way. The easiestvay to
figureit outis to look atthe sidepands. Thepiecesthatcomeoff shouldstill have their shapesoyou cantell which
is front andwhich is back. Look atthe sidepanel,andnoticehow it hasa particula "lean"to it. Replicatethatlean
with the new leather andyou shouldbefine.

Tip #8: Theholes(really slots)thatthe two metalrodsgo througharestitchedto keepthemfrom tearing. On mine, they
werealsostitchedclosedat oneend. It lookedlik e you weresuppaedto slip therodsthrough the openpart, but the
laws of physicsandthenon-dasticnatureof leatherseemedo make thisimpaossible,sol justsnippel thepointwhere
they wereclosed,andthey dorit look like they aredamagdin ary way.

Tip #9: If youdoit right, you shouldh't have damagdyour old covers in ary way. | wasthinking thatwhenit’s all said
anddone therearegoing to beatleasttenpeope outtherewith atleastSOME sahagebleportiors of interiors (doa
parels, headrsts,mayle a backseator two). We shouldprokably malke theseavailablein the Marketpla@ sectionat
aheaily redwcedcostfor thosewhotruly only needoneor two pieces.Colorsmight not matchgred, but the prices
shoud beright!

Tip #10: Take your time. | know | saidthis befae, but | cant sayit enowgh. It's very easyto getfrustraed while you're
doing this, andif you startwith the headestsasl! did, you' ve still gota LONG way to go. Don't let your frustration
getthebetterof you. Stop,take a breath have adrink, kick yourdog(joke), dowhateveryouneedto. But don't work
onyou interiorwhenyou're upset.If youthink you're frustraednow, imaginehow frustratedyou’re gomabewhen
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you have to explain to your wife how you ruinedyour brandnew leatherkit onthevery first piecebecauseou lost
your cod!

I'll postsomepicturesin themorring, shawving thefirst of (hopdully) severalsuccessfullynstalledpieces.Two headrsts
down, everything elseto go!

3 Tips#1l1-#22

Well, I'm still waiting for my hogrirg pliersto comein (shoud beherein aboutanhouror so),sol decidedo getthe ball
rolling with theremoval of the backseat.For thosethatdorit know, the bottom(atleastin thecoupe)hastwo tabsthatyou
pull on, thenlift up onthefront andslideit out. Thebackhasfour bolts,thenyou have to slideit up. | found thatusinga
largeflat scravdriver madethelifting up partmucheasier

Onceyou ve gottheseatsut, it’s time to startremaoving the old hogiings. And thatmeansit’ s time for moretips!

Tip #11: Bendtheold hogings,dort try to cutthroughthem.If youdoit right, you canbasically"unscew" themalmost
like thebig ring onyour keychan.

Tip #12: Wearglasse®r safetygogdesif youdo endup cuttingthe hogings! No senseén losinganeye over this.

Tip #13: | highy recomnenddoing this indoas, on a carpettedfloor. It's probably not that big of a dealwhenyou're
removing theold leatherbut whenyou're installingthenew stuff, youdorit wantit scrapingonthecorcretedriveway
or adirty workbench.

Tip #14: Write down thenumbe andlocationof everyhogring youremove. Youwantto make surethatwhenit goesback
in, it goesin thesameway it cameout. If you've gota digital camea, that's evenbetter

Tip #15: Getasmallbowl or trashcanto throw the old hogringsin asthey comeout. If your significantotherstepson an
old, sharpfrustyhogrirg, you're gonrabein deepdoodo.

Tip #16: Onceyou've got the hogiings off, you will noticethattherearea few springsaswell. DO NOT BEND THE
SPRINGSOPEN! You shouldbe ableto untook themcarefdly with someneedlenosepliers. They will also"un-
scrav" from theleatherjustlike the keyring ideaabove.

Tip #17: Onceyou've gotthespring detacled,theleathershodd comeoff of thefoam Now it’s time to starttransfering
therods from theold leatherto thenew. Movethemoneatatime, sothey goin theright place.

Tip #18 Onmy new leatherthe sleevesthattherodsgoin arenot exactly wherethey werein theold seatssol endedup
cuttingsomeholesin thesleeve to pasgherodsthroudh. Pull thesleeve away from theleatherandcut CAREFULLY
with an X-Acto knife. Youll find thatthe materialthey usefor the sleevesis pretty strong,so dorit worry abaut
cuttingit andmaking it wealer.

Tip #19: Relatedto #18 thereweresomecurvedrods thathadno sleevesatall, sol got creatve andhodkedthemto the
straightrodsattheends.You'll undestandwhenyou seethem.

Tip #20: Move the springsonce you've got therodsin place. Try to appoximatethe samelocationon the new leather |
found thatpoking a smallhole with the X-Acto helped,andthenl just scravedthembackover therod, justlike the

keyring.

Tip #21. The springs will have along endanda shortend. The shortendattachego the leather andthe long endwiill
attachto therod embeldedin thefoam.

Tip #22. You forearmsaregonratake a beatingon this, andsoareyour hand. Unlessyou're usedto wrenchirg on stuff
all daylong, I'd suggesttakingabreakevery half houror soandletting yourhand/armsrelax.
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Now, for somethiig competely differert, checkoutthis picture.

If therewasever a goodreasorfor installingtint with someUV protedion, this shouldbeit! Thisis whatthefoamlooks
like undeneaththeleatherin thebackseat.You're looking atthetop of theseatbackwhereyourheadwouldbeif youwere
sitting in the backseat. Theleatherhereis folded inside out, andyou canseethe discolorationin boththe leatherandthe

foam. Theoutsideof theleathershavs no discoloratio atall.

4 Tips#23-#40

Wow, anotherday, anotter seat.| finishedthe backseat(bothparts)lastnight. Whatdo you think?
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So,having therearseatfinished,l startedonthe passengeseat.Whichmeansdt’s Tip Time!

Tip #23. Whenremoring the seattheres threeveryimportantthingsto rememiler. First, onceyou've removedthebolts,
leanthe seatbackandungdug thewires undeneath. Secoml, leanthe seattowardsthe midde of the caranduntolt
theseatbelt. And third, whenremoing the seatfrom you car, BE CAREFUL sothatyoudon't scratchor dingyour
paintwith the seatrails.

Tip #24: Startwith the passengeseat.|If for any reasoryou needto go anywherewhile working on the seat,atleastyou
canstill drive. For exampe, today| ranout of hogings. If | hadbeenworking on the driver’s seat,I’d have been
walking to the uptolsteryshop!

Tip #25: Whenworkingontherearseatsthe hardpartis theuphdstery. Whenworking onthefront seatsthe hardpartis
the mechaits. Theleathercovers themseles arevery simpleon the front seats.It’s gettingthe seatbelt tensioner
all of thecablesgtc. off andbackon correctlythat's gomachapyour hide.

Tip #26: Theseatbottonsfor thefront seatsappeato bedifferent for eachside.Make sureyou've gottheright onebefore
you begin. Justcompae it to theoriginal cover, andseewhich sidethingslik e flapsareon befoie you startinstalling
it.

Tip #27: Whenremoving the plasticpieceslik e the headesttubesitilt lever, etc.,checkfor screvs first. On the lever on
thesideof the seathackthatletsyou adjustthe seats tilt, theres actuallya screv UNDER thelittle black pictureof
aseat.And theknab onthatleverhasasetscrav aswell.

Tip #28: The pieceswherethe headrestgo areactuallytubesthat areabout6 incheslong, descendig down insidethe
seat. If you lie on your backandlook up insidethe seatback (afterremoving the back cover), you canseewhere
thetubeis. Pinchirg the tubeends togethemakesremoving the tubemucheasier Oh yeah,andthe sidewith the
adjustmat buttonhasa scrav UNDER thebutton.

Tip #29: Onceyouveremovedall of theplastictrim piecesfill upyourbathtubwith reallyhotwaterandsomedishwashing
detegent. Let themsoakwhile youwork on theleather At the endof the day, give thema quick scrubwith a stiff
nylon brushanddry themcompletelythenreinstall. They'll look betterthanever!

Tip #30: Gobuy abrandnew bladefor your X-Acto knife. You're gonra needit.

Tip #31: You're goingto have to cut your leathera few timeson the front seats.On the passengeside,| hadto cut two
holesfor the headesttubes,onelong slit for the adjustmenlever, andonehole for the rearbolt thatholds the seat
bottamn down.

Tip #32: CUT SLOWLY AND CAREFULLY. Startsmall. Figureout wherethe centerof the hole you needis, andthen
just poke a holethrough. Try threadng the bolt or insertingthe plasticpiece,andseehow it fits andwhereit binds.
Thenremove the piece,cutalittle more,andrepea It's mucheasietto make anotter cutthanit is to undoabadone.

Tip #33: Youcanusethe existing holesasballparklocationsfor thenew holes,but don't justlay theold overthe newv and
useit asastencil. Thenew leathemight notendup in the sameplaceastheold did, dueto stretching.

Tip #34: Getawetragandkeepit handy The seatrails andsomeof the mectanicalpartsaregonra be greasyandyou
dorit wantthatonyour new seats.Checkyourhandsoften

Tip #35: The bottomedgesand cornes of the seatrails are sharp,so beready And dorit try spinningthe seaton the
carpet. It will justsnagandprobablytear | took the old leatherfrom the backseatandlaid it onthe floor (leathe
sidedown) andplacesthe passengeseaton top of it. Having theleathersidedowvn malesit slidereally easilyonthe
carpet. Justmale sureyou ve gotall of the hogrings out of theold piecefirst.

Tip #36: Whenyou remove the seatbottan, the seatbackis goingto be heary enowgh to try andtip the seatframe over.
I’d recommenddoing all of yourwork with the seatall of theway forward

Tip #37. With no bottomholdng it steady the seatframe will wantto "twist" on you. One partof it is sprungto go
backvard,andonepartisn’'t. Goaheadandlet it twist, justbesurenotto let it snapandhit you or pinchafinger
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Tip #38: While you've got the seatsout, you might aswell give the cara goad thoroughvacuuning. And sinceyou're
gomavacuum, you might aswell shampo the carpé. It's mucheasietto dowithout thosepesk seatsn theway.

Tip #39: Unlessyou have areally goodreason)’d hold off on puttingthe seatsbackin until all of themarefinished.No
poirt in gettingyou greay handprint onthebackseatasyou're takingoutthefront seats.

Tip #40: Don't let thatwetragthatyou usedto wipe thegreaeoff of your hand sit onthetancoloredcarpetin theliving
room!

That'sabou all of thetips| canthink of for now. As aborus,I’veincludedabefore andaftershotof the passengeseatfor
your viewing pleasureEnjoy!

5 TipsPart 4

After mary daysandquiteafew smallcutson my hands)'m finally finishedwith thelarge portions of theinstall (all of the
seatsarefinished).

In this picture, you canseetheimpetusbehird orderirg thekit in thefirst place.Like mostLegendownels, my passengr
seatwasshawing alittle wear but wasotherwiseok. My rearseatswverein greatshapetoo. But of coursethedriver's seat
wasshot.In my casejt’'s dueto acombinationof two things. First, wearingmy compary ID badgeon my left hip (it hasa
sharpmetaledgeontheclip). Secondcarrying my cell phanein my backleft pocket. Betweenthe antena andthe metal
clip, I did arealnumbkerontheleatherasyou cansee.
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pefore

I’'m happy to reportthatthe installationof the driver’s side leatherwent muchfasterthanthe passengeside. Dueto the
weightof themotois andstuff, the seatdoesn't twist andtip over all of thetime.

| canonly think of afew moretips for now.

Tip #41. Ther arealot morewires underraththe driver’'s seatthantherewere on the passengeside (at leastin my L
coye with a non-notorizedpassenegr side). The cordswerea bitch to getundugged so| endedup proppng the
seatbackwards with areally long scravdriver while | unpluggedthem.

Tip #42: It seemghatsomereally sharpscissorsvork betterat makirg holesin theleatherthanthe X-Acto. | usetheknife
to starta hole,thenshapethe holewith thescissors.

Tip #43: Not sureif | mentimedthis befae, but you have to remove the seatbelt presentein orderto remove the seat
bottansfrom the front seats.Unplugit from oneend,thenunscrav threelong phillips screvs. Theres alsoa small
springthatneeddo getundipped,andthenit shouldpopright off.

I’'m debaing whetheror notto eveninstall thedoa panelssincel think thenew leathemight clashwith thefadedplastic.
I'll doadry runfirst. I'm alsonotsureif I'm goingto replacethe seatbackpanelsfrom thefront seats.t looks like areal
nightmarestaplingthemdown!

Also, if anyonecanfigure outthe bestway to installthe new centerarmrest)'m all ears!

Oncel finishreinstallingeverything, I’ Il postpictures for everyone.



